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Rotary Youth Leadership Awards

Rotary’s Profound Formula on Global Youth
Leadership Training Since 1971 >>>
Mission of RYLA in District 3450:
To be the best and mostly recognized leadership training
program for young people in the local communities for
the fulfillment of “Service Above Self” and creating a
better world.

ryla.rotary3450.org

Copyright © 2011 Rotary International District 3450. All Rights Reserved.

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 3450
(HONG KONG, MACAO & MONGOLIA)

What is RYLA?
The Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) is
Rotary’s leadership training program for young people.

ryla.rotary3450.org

It emphasizes leadership, citizenship, and personal growth, and aims to:
•

Demonstrate Rotary’s respect and concern for youth

•

Provide an effective training experience for selected youth and
potential leaders

•

Encourage leadership of youth by youth

•

Recognize publicly young people who are rendering service to their
communities

•

Give young adults an opportunity to listen and exchange ideas with
other outstanding community and student leaders

RYLA was officially adopted by Rotary International in 1971, and is one
of the most significant and fastest-growing programs of Rotary service.
RYLA programs often lead to the formation or strengthening of Rotaract
and Interact clubs. RYLA participants often go on to become Youth
Exchange students or Ambassadorial Scholars.

“I believe you are the “future
of the world” and you are the
makers and shakers of our
future communities.”
Peter Wong

District Governor 2007-2008
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“You
are
selected
to
participate in RYLA because
of your outstanding leadership
abilities and commitment to
community service.”
Jason Chan

The Rotary’s Formula
• Global presence of more than 40 years

Leadership Training

District Governor 2010-2011

Since an official adoption of RYLA in 1971 by Rotary International,
today more than half of 529 Rotary districts hold RYLA events annually.
Over 10,000 young people from all over the world attended RYLA every
year, making RYLA one of the most significant youth leadership training
programs.

• Strong leadership foundation

Rotary has one of the strongest leadership networks in the world; with
presence in 168 countries and areas and over a million Rotarians around
the world, involving top leaders in political, businesses and communities.
RYLA is a youth leadership training program run by professional leaders.

• Service Above Self
Rotary’s best-known motto is “Service above Self”, and its secondary
motto is “They profit most who serve best”. The aim of Rotary is to
bring together business and professional leaders to provide humanitarian
service, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, and help build
goodwill and peace in the world.
Rotary International | The Rotary Foundation
http://www.rotary.org/
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“You receive the RYLA Award
because someone has identified
your ability to lead others
through teamwork, tolerance,
and service.”
Chelsia To

ryla.rotary3450.org

RYLA Chair 2010-2011

What topics does RYLA cover?
• Fundamentals of leadership
• Ethics of positive leadership
• Importance of communication skills in effective leadership
• Problem-solving and conflict management
• Rotary’s purpose and service to the community
• Building self confidence and self-esteem
• Elements of community and global citizenship

What is it inside RYLA?
RYLA is a leadership training camp that lasts for 2-7 days. The
program includes personal and team development, life education,
indoor and outdoor challenges in experiential settings, and youth
forum to foster participants’personal commitment, self confidence,
teamwork and communication skills, leadership competence and
social responsibility.

-3-

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 3450
(HONG KONG, MACAO & MONGOLIA)

A Life Changing Experience

Nettie Ng
RYLArian 2007

Alex Yap
RYLArian 2008

Jacky Ng
RYLArian 2008

Xaviera Leung
RYLArian 2009

Yasir Naveed A.
RYLArian 2010

Stephen Ho
RYLArian 2011

“RYLA was not only a leadership camp, an opportunity for me to know more
about my inner self, a time to reflect on our own life goals. Most importantly,
it is a spirit, a team, a sense of belonging which pulls all the special leaders
around the world together.”
“I had quite a reserved personality before my RYLA-experience, but RYLA
has opened me up to a very different world. For the first time in my life, I
spent 3 full days immerse in an atmosphere full of fiery spirits. Since then, the
passion hidden within my heart has unleashed, propelling me to new heights.”

Leadership Training

Alex Fan
RYLArian 2005

“RYLA provides a platform for young people to build up leadership,
teamwork and discipline which many teenagers in Hong Kong lack. This is
indeed the power of Rotary, not only did RYLA broaden the horizon of every
RYLArian, it taught us how to be a leader as well as a better team player.”

“RYLA is especially different from other leadership camps as it is organized
by a group of true leaders. They have very rich leadership experiences and are
willing to share their leadership skills through the camp. When I look back,
I really want to thank RYLA for providing me opportunity to develop my
leadership skills and understand my inner-self.”
“Joining RYLA is the turning point in my life. Not only could I have the
opportunity to meet bright young leaders across different regions, but I could
also understand more about myself and gain awareness of the society that we
are staying today.”
“RYLA, after I joined it last year, changed my attitude towards life and
helped me take the lead at college, at home and even in other areas of life at
large. RYLA made me realize how similar we are. If we could just treasure
the cultural differences among ourselves, this world would become a much
better and peaceful place.”
“RYLA is truly an amazing camp that brought young people of different
backgrounds together. Throughout the 4 days, it gave me an opportunity
to reflect what I have been doing. I have indeed changed. I believe I have
changed my views on things, and the ways to solve problems.”

Meet RYLArians Online:
http://ryla.rotary3450.org/ryla-3450-stories.php

“Every RYLArian I have met has
asked me to say thank you to Rotary
for making them more aware of
community needs and the qualities
required for strong leadership.”
Derek Roberts

RYLA Chair 2006-2007
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Who are eligible to attend RYLA?
• Aged 17 to 25
• A resident in Hong Kong or Macao, or a citizen in Mongolia
• Possess good language and interpersonal skills

ryla.rotary3450.org

• Be active in school/workplace and the community

“RYLA is a life-changing leadership training
program for selected young men and women
where leadership skills and principles are
learned, developed and enhanced in an
atmosphere of trust and respect.”
Ada Cheng
District Governor 2009-2010

What are the benefits of RYLA?
Through this comprehensive leadership training program,
participants are able to:
• Gain a deeper understanding and connection to inner self
• Foster leadership capabilities - to be effective leaders
• Enhance teamwork, communication and interpersonal skills
• Meet and share ideas with community leaders from different
backgrounds and cultures
• Get prepared themselves to be the future leaders who render
service to their communities
• Make a life-time change for a better life
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What should I prepare for RYLA?
We invite young people who would like to enrich their life and
foster their leadership competence, to attend RYLA. Before you
commit yourself joining RYLA, you are advised to:
• Actively participate in your communities
• Always review your leadership capabilities
• Make your own commitment statement to have something
changed after RYLA

Special school programs are available on request.
Please contact the RYLA Committee for further details.

“You are the future leader
in the community. This
camp provides us a golden
opportunity to experiencing
our future challenges.”
Silva Yeung

RYLA Chair 2008-2009

RYLA in District 3450
http://ryla.rotary3450.org/
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Leadership Training

• Open up yourself
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RYLA REUNION 2011
- to celebrate the 40th anniversary of RYLA

RYLA Secretariat
Rotary International District 3450
(Hong Kong, Macao & Mongolia)

RYLA
Youth Programs Section
Rotary International

Rotary Information Centre
14/F, Capital Commercial Building
26 Leighton Road, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong

One Rotary Center
1560 Sherman Avenue
Evanston, IL 60201 USA

Tel: (+852) 2576 8882
Fax: (+852) 2895 5926
E-mail: ryla@rotary3450.org

Tel: (+1) 847-866-3000
Fax: (+1) 847-328-8554
E-mail: ryla@rotary.org
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